((Your name))
((Your address))
((today's date))
North Carolina Rules Review Commission

1307 Glenwood Ave

Raleigh, NC 27605-1200
Submit for Legislative Review: 

15A NCAC 02D .0530, Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD)
To whom it may concern:

I am writing to register a strong objection to the implementation of the rule revisions contained in 15A NCAC 02D.0530, Prevention of Significant Deterioration, by the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission.  Under the authority granted to citizens in NC G.S. 150B-21.3, Effective Date of Rules, please count this as one letter in the ten or more you will receive that direct you to submit these revisions for legislative review.

The PSD rule revision was derived from a federal rule change of questionable legal authority. The United States Environmental Protection Agency has apparently reversed the intent of Congress in issuing this revision, undermining the New Source Review process.  In a pending federal court case the EPA's revision is being challenged by fourteen states, the District of Columbia, dozens of cities and towns throughout the nation and a host of health and environmental organizations.  The litigating parties have charged this New Source Review revision will cause irreparable harm to hundreds of thousands of people.
There is a strong possibility the litigants will prevail in this federal court case. If this occurs, North Carolina's regulations will revert back to the federal standards as they existed prior to December, 2002.  At that point, the owners of any North Carolina industrial facilities that have become heavily invested in renovation, modernization or expansion under the assumption the facilities will maintain emission control exemptions, will lose their exemptions and be forced to heavily invest further in modernized emission control systems in order to operate the facilities within the law. This will subject the State to massive potential liability for issuing the premature and irresponsible rule revision.
Air pollution is costing jobs in North Carolina. Air pollution is damaging the health of tens of thousands of people, driving up the cost of health care and over-loading our healthcare facilities. Air pollution is destroying natural vistas from the mountains to the sea, devastating natural vegetation and wildlife, ruining farmlands and forests throughout the state.

While the EMC has modified the federal revision it still represents a step backwards for North Carolina in its progress toward improving air quality statewide.  In 2002, the North Carolina General Assembly decided almost unanimously to move dramatically forward on improving air quality in this state by passing the Clean Smokestacks Act.  It does not fall within the mission of North Carolina's air quality enforcement agencies to reverse the intent of the General Assembly and the will of the people of this state. 

Submit 15A NCAC 02D.0530, Prevention of Significant Deterioration, for legislative review.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

((Your signature))
((Your typed name))
